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® Specialising in brake, clutch & suspension repairs ® Spare Parts

® Wheel Alignments ® Motor Trade Association Approved Repairer

Gregor Clarke Ph 09 438 8786 Mobile 0274 972 191

108 Lower Dent Street, angarei, Fax (09) 4385518
www.owensbrakes.co.nz




CLUB COMMITTEE AND CONTACTS 2023 - 2024

rresident Curenty vacant |gmai  president@csce.org.nz
Vice President Vacant En?lgil:

Secretary Warren Thomas Ldn?lgil : sect em{ggaii?;;;g
Treasurer lvan Ginders En?lgil: treasur Ef@?g;g%f;ﬁg
COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Peter Romer Mob: 0274 816 6566
Neale Batchlor Ph: (09) 435 2323
Eddie Shepherd |Ph: (09) 435 4417
Denis Pothan Ph: (09) 437 7028 or 021 285 3363
Club Sheriff Eddie Shepherd |Ph: (09) 435 4417
'E";?;zi“e Judy Pothan Ph: (09) 437 7028 or 021 285 3364
Website editor |Phil Scott Mob: 021 205 7821
Welfare Officer |Margaret Woods |Ph: (09) 432 9028
Merchandise | 299! Ph: 022 600 8969
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ODDS AND ENDS
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Please note Denis's new email address.
Our new Website details are on page 19 and gives details of who to
contact in the club with any queries or inclusicns.

As usual many thanks to everycne whose articles cr photos | have
used in this edition (especially Peter who has supplied both for this
issue). Good to have Eddie back on deck with his midweek runs
after his eye operation. Sorry this issue is late again but I'm having
to learn a new Publisher system as my old computer died on me.
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MUFFLER SERVICES

For all your exhaust requirements,
mufflers, new systems, fitting,
modifications and repairs.

Phone 438 8960 » Fax 438 4973
Clyde Street « PO Box 1119 e Whangarei
sales@mufflerservices.co.nz
www.mufflerservices.co.nz



3D PRINTER TALK - Coffee night 20 Feb
Al i _‘ &

Their file for printing : -
from my 3D image The finished model

Irfan of 3D MAX and his colleague Graham set up the Laser engraving machine
and the 3D printer earlier. They gave us a demo of each, the 3D printer was
fascinating to watch as it built up layers of plastic filament until the model was
complete. Irffan and Graham answered questions and passed round intricate
ww models that had been made
previously, including the mini
trophy above that I'd given
them an image for earlier.
We thanked them for giving
up their valuable time - we’d
learnt a lot! Pete R

RIDGESTONE

Cnr Hannah & Reyburn Streets
Whangarei

Craig & Lee Westgate Ph 438 1500
Mobile 0274 929 342
Email craig@craigsfire.co.nz

Craig’s Bridgestone Tyre Centre
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CAR COMPETITION

Lizzie FORD met her lover STUDE BAKER in the garden by the
STANDARD roses. When she saw him STAR gazing, she tried to
LODGE him as she was dressed in GREY but he was too SWIFT for
her. Ah, he laughed in TRIUMPH | was looking for a MOON and |
found a SUNBEAM. | have always been a ROVER but | have plenty of
BEAM so name the day. | can't give up my studies yet she said. You
must turn that PAGE of your life down and STUDE BAKER hills, and
you must give up RUGBY and he gave up like a BRITAIN. For their
honeymoon they went OVERLAND to LINCOLN junction where he had
a cousin who was a JEWITT seemed and claimed an EARL for a
relation.

They decided to buy their furniture at ARMSTRONGS and she insisted
on having a SINGER sewing machine. He cautioned her to PACKARD
like a TROJAN so that there be no delay, and to take a tin of HUDSON
biscuits and a case of WOLSEY apples and loaf of ESSEX bread.

Supplied by Janet Ginders - she came across this very old story
amongst her Aunt's belongings - written by her Grandmother.

Hikurangi Panelbeaters

MEMBER NZ COLLISION REPAIR ASSN.
For a Free Quote Contact Willy Ph/Fax (09) 433-8498

021 061 2651—Willy

021 115 3451—Terri

A/H (09) 435-6218 For all Insurance or
hika_panelbeaters@hotmail.com Private Repairs
2 George Street

ONE STOP DOES THE LOT




BAY OF ISLANDS TRIP - 25th FEBRUARY 2024




MEMBER PROFILE - ERROL DONALDSON

| was born and raised in Whangarei and introduced to things with
wheels and engines at an early age growing up on the family farm in
the Otaika Valley. My father and his brother had a combined dairy,
beef and sheep farm of one thousand acres that required any
number of fossil fuelled beasts to run and maintain. Also involved
were horses that once relieved of their mustering duties had to
endure bows and arrows and cap guns in the pursuit of bandits and
other imaginary bad hombres. Townies were never so fortunate.
Unfortunately, my life was about to change.

At the age of 47 my father succumbed to cancer and, reluctantly, as a
young family we moved to the Maunu area, where | finished my last
two years of education at the Whangarei Boys High School. | also
started working school holidays and weekends at Mclnnes Motors,
the Isuzu agents. This was like heaven driving all their cars on
delivery runs and doing odd jobs. During this time | bought my first
car which was a 1966 Triumph Herald 1200. | pretty much thought |
was "King Dick" and nothing else could come close to owning a 2-door
coupe. | found that by removing six bolts (not supposed to) the roof
came off and | had a convertible, | was over the moon. | covered
many miles in this and found that if you stayed above 60kph the rain
did not come in. The roof being unavailable, | got very adept at
putting a tarpaulin over me and the car during torrential downpours,
much to everyone's amusement,

By the age of 16 | was over school and got my first real job as a
concrete hand for Claymore Concrete and my second car, a 1967
Isuzu Bellett. The Bellett fuelled by the fact that Isuzu at this stage
were doing very well in the NZ Silver Fern Rally and that | could
actually afford one. A 12-month association with concrete had it's
appeal wear off big time with fossil fuel beckoning in the form of a
shiny yellow bulldozer. The next 12 years saw me operating anything
with tracks cr wheels and being involved in all the adventures you
could imagine. From doing a stint with McBreen Jenkins on trucks
and trailers to operating machinery in Whangarei's only ever open
cast coal mine and running my cwn machinery doing farm roading
and site preparation.



QOur family also started the original skip bin business in Whangarei
during this time. It was a very busy and hectic period of my life and
cars came and went. An EH Holden and a 67 Chev Impala being two of
them.

Life was about to change again.

It was Christmas 1982 and | met Gloria Bruni {no, not the composer,
the PR lady for JVIl) and by March | was back to swinging a banjo as a
labourer, just as | had at the age of 16. But now | was helping Rob
Muldoon build his "Think Big" Refinery expansion. By March 1983 |
had progressed to leading hand pipe fitter helping with the
prefabrication of equipment going into the Hydrocracker complex at
the NZ Refining Company. Even more importantly | had met a
beautiful young auburn-haired girl. Sharon. To my delight we married
in October 1984. Here | made a fatal mistake, | bought a Honda Civic
hatchback. Many bad words spring to mind.

Rebuilding the Honda from a rear ender saw us buying 2 more cars. A
mint 1973 Chrysler V] Coupe and a really mint 1964 Hillman Super
Minx with an original 34,000 miles on the clock. The Minx was the daily
drive for Sharon, as transport was laid on for my work. The V] was the
project | had never had the time or money for. It was out with the 265
hemi and CNG kit and in went a fresh 318 V8 fireball with some
trimmings. A mild street cam, headers, 350 Holley and repaint front to
back. Just enough for it to breathe right, give good performance and
economy. In this | was a young god and | had my angel at my side.







