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                                      ODDS AND ENDS

The A.G.M. was well attended and Phil Schultz has been elected as our 
new President with Phil Scot as his new Vice President.  Ivan Ginders is 
again our Treasurer but we are looking for a new Secretary and a couple 
more committee members.  Thanks to Neale Batchelor, Myles Flynn and 
Derek Tuthill for taking on committee positions and, of course, thanks to 
Phil (1), Phil (2) and Ivan for taking on their roles.  Also thanks to Eddie 
(Club Sheriff), Phil Scot (Website), Margaret Woods (Welfare) and Maggie 
Wordsworth (Merchandise).

Contact details are on page 3 - please note Eddie has a new email 
address.

Subscriptions for the 2024/2025 year are now due at $50 whether you're 
single or a family.  If you have any ideas for events or just want to have a 
general chat about the club don't forget we have a monthly Coffee Night 
on the third Tuesday of 

  

the month.

As always many thanks to members for supplying articles and photos to 
make this magazine possible, especially Pete and Denis.





          





                             DAFFODIL DAY RUN 2024

As you can see from the letter from the Vintage Car Club (organisers) 
on page 6 this event was very successful and the weather was great.

We had a good turn out of our Classic Cars, joining with Vintage and 
Hot Rod Clubs which made for a lovely conglomeration of cars of all 
shapes and colours.

As you can see from the photos we were parked right along the 
beachfront at Oakura, complete with a Takeaway shop to provide 
food for those who didn't want to bring their own.  Lots of club 
intermingling, meeting new petrolheads and catching up with friends 
we've met at these events before, very sociable afternoon enjoyed 
by all.  Looking forward to next year 's event to support the cause.



             QUIZ AFTERNOON - SUNDAY 14th JULY 2024

This event was organised by Brian and Raewyn Cannons and held at 
the Glenbervie Hall.  Never having been to one of these before I 
didn't really know what to expect but found it was a lot of fun.

We split into teams at different tables and were given questionnaire 
sheets to complete on a wide variety of subjects from pop music to 
geography - a great way to get the 'grey matter ' working and all the 
better for not being seriously competitive.

The winning table won a prize, sadly our table came last - however 
there was a bright side as we also won a prize - a box of Cadbury's 
Favourites which we shared between us, yum!  Sometimes coming 
last isn't so bad.

We brought our own lunch with tea and coffee provided by the club 
and a chance for a chat and a laugh over our trivia knowledge (or 
lack of it as the case may be).  It was a lovely event and thanks to 
Brian and Raewyn for organising it.





          MEMBER PROFILE - MIKE & LYNDA FRANKS                         

I grew up in Whangarei and as a teenager in the early 70's, 'helped' 
a neighbour in Morningside strip and paint his TR6 that he had 
imported from the UK following his big OE.  He talked about salt on 
the roads in the UK, that was applied in wintertime to melt ice and 
snow, and the corrosive effect that had on his pride and joy.  I 
never saw the project finished as I left school to start my first job 
with the Inland Revenue Dept. and moved into a flat with some 
mates to pursue other interests and further my "social 
development".

My first car was a 1955 Mk 1 Ford Zephyr 6.  My father 
disapproved of a 6-cylinder car as he felt the excessive power 
would cause me grief, but I knew better.  It was great for carting 
my mates around and pulling chicks.  It kept me broke and did 
cause a few issues, but my pride didn't allow me to admit that my 
father was correct.  My other cars around this time were an Austin 
A35 that had more rust holes than solid panels and a Mk 2 Zephyr 
6.

After about 3 years at the Whangarei office, I was promoted to a 
position within the IRD at Otahuhu.  It was while living in South 
Auckland that I met my "to be wife" Lynda.  At that time, I had a 
1973 Ford Escort 1300 and Lynda had a "mint condition" 1962 
Morris Minor 1000.  Lynda sold the Morris to fund our wedding in 
1976.  I wonder what our fate would have been if I was required to 
choose a wedding over my precious Ford Escort.  The following 
year our first son Simon arrived, and a further promotion to IRD's 
Greymouth office as an Income Tax Auditor.  I was the only tax 
inspector on the West Coast covering an area from Karamea to 
Haast.  I reported to the District Inspector in Christchurch and that 
involved regular trips "over the hill" for meetings and guidance.  
We enjoyed our time travelling up and down the West Coast and 
while there had our second son Mark.. A further promotion within 
the IRD landed us back in Whangarei, my old hometown.



As a Public Servant on transfer our furniture was packed and 
transported by a removal company and we were entitled to air travel 
to Whangarei.  However, in keeping with our adventurous spirit I 
purchased a 1964 EH Holden station wagon from a surfer at Hokitika.  
It had no WOF, lots of rust and a gearbox jammed in 2nd gear.  I 
drove it home to Greymouth in 2nd gear and painted it a lovely blue 
and white with a 4inch paintbrush.  I managed to fix the jammed 
gearbox, but it did need a series of rubber bands attached under the 
front seat to the gear lever to prevent it from slipping out of 3rd gear.  
I had calculated that we would gain more from pocketing the PSA 
mileage rate from Greymouth to Whangarei as opposed to flying 
north at the Govt.'s expense.



We loaded it up and headed north, fully expecting mechanical 
failure to force abandonment before our destination of Whangarei.  
Lynda wore a raincoat on wet days to deflect the spray from the 
front wheel that came through the hole in the floor pan.  To our 
amazement the mighty Holden made the trip without any hitches 
and was our daily runner for a few  years after that trip, while we 
scraped up a deposit for a house in Kamo.  The Holden never had a 
WOF during our 3- or 4-year period of ownership.

After the Holden died, I had a Hillman Hunter that had more rust 
than the Holden and the Austin A35 put together.  We would "rock" 
into a service station to fill up with oil and check the petrol!  It too 
didn't have a WOF and came to an abrupt demise one day due to 
acute loss of engine oil.  Can you recognize a pattern here?  My IRD 
training helped me avoid unnecessary expenditure like WOF's on 
depreciating assets!

Lynda and I settled into family life back in Whangarei and were 
soon blessed with our 3rd son, Graham.  Lynda recognized a 
personality trait that had developed in her "self-important public 
service husband" and jokingly threatened to divorce me if I 
continued down that career path.  I took her advice, resigned from 
my public servant career job and in my late 20's found myself in 
business as an owner-driver of a truck working unsociable hours 
delivering bread into retail outlets around Whangarei.  I quickly 
settled into this very physical but rewarding occupation and our 
marriage survived.  Lynda meanwhile had taken a job at the 
National Bank in Whangarei where she worked alongside Brian 
Cannons, who is in the club with his TR3.  We owned the bread-run 
and other owner driver businesses for about 15 years and during 
this time, managed to purchase a bare lifestyle block at Ruatangata.

We sold our house in Kamo and built a family home on our land at 
Ruatangata in 1989 where we are living today.  Around the time we 
built the house I came across a Ford Mk 1 Zephyr for sale and 
convinced Lynda that I needed an interest and escape from my 
increasingly busy lifestyle.  We purchased the Zephyr and owned it 
for about 15 years.  It involved a full 5-year restoration.



In 2002, we sold the Zephyr complete with it 's personalized plate 
OLTIMR, to my brother who lives at Huntly.  He still owns it, taking it 
to annual "Beach Hops" at Whangamata to strut his stuff and play 
his musical horns.  I was a member of the Northland Classic & 
Sports Car Club around 1998 and regularly took the Zephyr on club 
outings.  The car still sports our club bumper sticker that is visible in 
a recent photo provided by my brother.



In 2002, our boys had all left home, so we sold our business, rented 
our house out, and headed to the other side of the world to embark 
on our mid-life, mature OE.  We told our sons we were going away 
for an indefinite time, but we could return for weddings or babies!  I 
turned 50 a few days after arriving in London and we set out job 
hunting to facilitate exploring the UK and Europe.  I took a job as 
Manager of a newly established boutique B&B, at Denbies Wine 
Estate in Dorking, Surrey.  Denbies boasted that the estate at 800 
acres was England's largest vineyard, but English vineyards are not 
renown for quantity or quality.  However, with it 's proximity to 
London the vineyard's impressive chateau style visitor centre 
became a popular local attraction and wedding venue, and our B&B 
flourished, often achieving 100% occupancy for weeks on end.

Lynda took a job nearby at Friends Provident, a large UK pension 
company with it 's head office within walking distance of Denbies 
B&B.  It had a very active Social Club, that allowed us to make many 
trips to London's West End theatres to enjoy some amazing shows.  
Because we were unsure of how long we would be in the UK and 
probably wouldn't take many possessions home, we continued our 
pattern of purchasing cheap cars, ran them into the ground and 
when they died, we found another.  It helped that there was a 
maintenance workshop on the vineyard with a resident 
wheeler-dealer mechanic.  We had several Rovers one of which died 
as we crossed the Severn Bridge into Wales on a trip away.  We 
managed to coax it to a dodgy dealer and within an hour had 
swapped it for a Renault Megane with a zillion miles on the clock, 
transferred our luggage and continued our trip.  I stayed in the job 
at Denbies Wine Estate for about 7 years and during that time used 
our annual leave to take lots of city breaks all over the UK  and 
Europe.  

We also purchased an old motorhome while in the UK and our 
longest trip away was a 3-month trip around Europe.  As we reflect 
on our life experiences, this was by far the best decade of our lives, 
to date! 



Our sons finally married and when our first grandchild arrived, we 
returned to NZ.  But with our family now settled in Brisbane, Sydney 
and Auckland we found ourselves quite unsettled so spent a few 
years in Australia and Auckland before finally returning to our roots at 
Ruatangata in 2019.  I drove buses and trucks and spent a few years 
driving fuel tankers to ease into retirement.

On moving back home I found a 1976 Triumph Spitfire tucked away in 
our shed.  It belonged to one of our sons who parked it up when he 
left for Australia.  It had been there for more than 15 years with 
complete neglect.  I set about replacing tyres, battery, brake cylinders, 
and lots of other bits to get it running and we used it on Car Club runs 
for a year or so to iron out reliability issues and then sold it on behalf 
of our son.  I then purchased an MGB GT from a person in Auckland 
who turned out to be Barry Lang, a fellow classmate at Whangarei 
Boys High in the early 1970's.  Barry and Ann have now retired, 
moved to Whangarei and are in our Car Club with their MGB GT V8.  
We used our MGB on many Car Club outings before selling it locally.  I 
have been looking for a Triumph TR sports car to replace the MG and 
recently purchased a 1966 Triumph TR4A that will be seen on future 
car club outings.

Our interests are now with grandchildren, gardening and pottering on 
our lifestyle block, renewing friendships and becoming more active 
within the car club with the TR4A, and exploring NZ in our new 
Motorhome.  We especially enjoy the friendship and diverse interests 
of our fellow car club members.                        (written by Mike)



                                TIGER MOTH FLIGHT

Here's a bit about my special birthday bucket list adventure ..................  
A FLIGHT IN A 1930's TIGER MOTH BIPLANE recently at Onerahi Aero 
Club.

We met pilot Martin, a great guy, and my family bunch were all there 
too as support.  We all had a good look around the plane, Martin 
answering questions as many had never seen such a classic machine.  
Eventually, with some trepidation, I was shoe-horned into the tight 
cockpit, complete with helmet, goggles and my phone on a cord 
around my neck.



We took off with a shaking roar, climbing to around 1200 feet and 
flew down towards the harbour.  I tried to take some air shots.  A bit 
later we banked sharply to return, a bit freaky, noisy, wow!  Then a 
great landing.



Huge thanks to Martin my pilot for coming from Kaipara Flats.  
Then it was home for fish and chips with the kids.  What a brilliant 
experience, highly recommended.  Enjoy the pics .......

article written by Pete Romer, the birthday boy.



                                    LOOKING AHEAD

SATURDAY 12t h OCTOBER 2024  -  Hukerenui Car & Bike Show.  Gold 
coin entry.  Meet at Springs Flat Layby 9am, bring a chair and picnic 
lunch or buy there.

TUESDAY 15t h OCTOBER 2024  -  Coffee Night at the Men's Shed 
7.30pm, bring a plate and cash for raffle.

SUNDAY 10t h NOVEMBER 2024  -  Picnic Run,  check for Phil's emails.

SATURDAY 30t h NOVEMBER 2024  -- Whangarei Christmas Parade

THURSDAY 5t h DECEMBER 2024  -  Bunnings Christmas Family Event.  
Evening event.

SATURDAY 7t h DECEMBER 2024  -  Whangarei A & P Show

PLEASE CHECK PHIL'S EMAILS FOR MORE DETAILS OF EVENTS NEARER 
TO THE TIME.

NEXT MAGAZINE  -  Will have the Helensville trip and Phil and 
Margaret 's South Island Trip - I didn't want to scimp on either of those 
articles or the ones in the issue.

JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER, PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR 
SUBS ARE PAID BEFORE THE END OF OCTOBER 2024 OR 
THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST MAGAZINE AS WE WILL 
ASSUME YOU DON'T WANT TO RENEW MEMBERSHIP.
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